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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to a rice (Oryza sativa)-induced
Oryza sativa modifier of plant type (OsMPT) protein which is
involved in adjusting tillering angle or angle of attachment
between a leaf and a stem, a gene encoding the protein, a
recombinant plant expression vector including the gene, a
plant transformed by the recombinant plant expression vec-
tor, a method for modifying architectures of plants by adjust-
ing the level of the gene in the cells thereof, to a method for
manufacturing an architecturally modified plant transformed
by the gene, to a plant with increased yield which is manu-
factured by the method, and to a composition containing the
gene for modifying the architectures of plants and increasing
the yield thereof.

9 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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1
OSMPT GENE FOR MODIFYING PLANT
ARCHITECTURE AND INCREASING YIELD,
AND USES THEREOF

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS AND CLAIM OF PRIORITY

This patent application is a National Phase application
under 35 U.S.C. §371 of International Application No. PCT/
KR2010/009447, filed Dec. 28, 2010, which claims priority
to Korean Patent Application number 10-2010-0005803, filed
Jan. 22, 2010, entire contents of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to an OsMPT gene derived
from rice (Oryza sativa) for modifying plant architecture and
increasing yield, and uses thereof. More specifically, the
present invention relates to a recombinant plant expression
vector including the OsMPT gene, a plant transformed with
the recombinant plant expression vector, a process for modi-
fying plant architecture and increasing yield by controlling
the cellular level of the gene, a process for producing a plant
with modified architecture and a plant with increased yield by
transforming a plant with the gene, and a composition includ-
ing the gene for modifying plant architecture and increasing
yield.

2. Background Art

Rice (Oryza sativa) is the most important food crop and a
primary food source for more than a third of the world popu-
lation. With the swift growth of rice consumers, higher rice
production is required more than ever. Thus, the rice varieties
with higher yield potential and yield stability are needed to
meet the challenges of increased rice production [Khush
1997, Plant Mol. Biol. 35, 25-34]. The structure of the aerial
part of a plant, referred to as plant architecture, has a great
influence on production. In fact, tiller angle is an important
characteristic for determining plant architecture in rice, i.e.,
wider tiller angle would increase leaf shade, whereas a nar-
rower tiller angle is favored for dense planting. As such, erect
growth (a narrow tiller angle), which allows relatively effec-
tive high-yield cultivation, has been targeted and continu-
ously selected by plant breeders. However, to date, the
molecular and genetic mechanisms controlling erect growth
has remained unknown.

Although plant architecture is influenced by environmental
factors, the genetic regulatory mechanisms play an important
role in controlling plant architecture. There are genes known
to be involved in the direct control of rice tiller angle; PROG1
(PROSTRATE GROWTH 1) encodes a single C,H, zinc fin-
ger protein and prog1 mutants exhibited erect growth, greater
grain number and higher grain yield in rice [ Tan, et. al., 2008,
Nat. Genet. 40, 1360-1364]. Mutation of TAC1 (Tiller Angle
Control 1) caused rice plants to show extremely erect tillers
and to be able to adapt highly dense cultivation in the field
[Yu, et. al., 2007, Plant J. 52, 891-898]. LAZY1, TAC1 and
PROGI are strongly expressed in the leaf sheath pulvinus,
tiller base, or laminar joint between leaf blade and leaf sheath.

SUMMARY

The present invention is devised in view of the above-
described needs. Specifically, inventors of the present inven-
tion determined the function of OsMPT gene by analyzing
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not only mutants but also overexpressing plants and provided
a method for modifying plant architecture and increasing
yield by using the gene.

In order to solve the problems described above, the present
invention provides OsMPT (Oryza sativa Modifier of Plant
Type) protein originating from rice (Oryza sativa).

Further, the present invention provides a gene which
encodes the OsMPT gene.

Further, the present invention provides a recombinant plant
expression vector which includes the OsMPT gene.

Further, the present invention provides a plant transformed
with the recombinant plant expression vector.

Further, the present invention provides a method for modi-
fying plant architecture by controlling cellular level of the
OsMPT polypeptide.

Further, the present invention provides a method for pro-
ducing a plant with modified architecture by transforming a
plant with the OsMPT gene.

Further, the present invention provides a composition
including the OsMPT gene for modifying plant architecture.

Further, the present invention provides a method for pro-
ducing a plant with increased yield by transforming a plant
with the OsMPT gene.

Further, the present invention provides a plant with
increased yield that is produced by the method of the inven-
tion.

Still further, the present invention provides a composition
including the OsMPT gene for increasing yield of a plant.

According to the present invention, a method for control-
ling the cellular level of OsMPT protein or a method for
modifying plant architecture by transforming a plant with the
OsMPT gene is provided. With the methods, a transformed
plant with modified tiller angle or different angle between a
stem and leaf attachment can be produced. In particular, such
a transformed plant can produce high yield.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an alignment of amino acid sequences of
OsMPT (SEQ ID NO: 1) and Arabidopsis SGR5 (SEQ ID
NO: 12). Identical amino acids are in black boxes while
similar ones are in gray boxes. A putative nuclear localization
signal sequence, zinc finger domain, and coiled coil domain
areunderlined. The coiled coil domain is from the 344thlocus
to the 379th locus of SGR5 in FIG. 1, and the other underlined
sequence is for zinc finger domain. OsMPT shares 42% iden-
tity and 54% similarity with SGRS at the amino acid level.
Excluding the 22 amino acids between the first and second
zinc fingers, the two genes share 84% identity.

FIG. 2 illustrates genomic structures of Ds inserted alleles
and expression of OsMPT::Ds and its revertant. The revertant
allele was obtained by remobilizing Ds at the original site
(Ori. Ds). The original insertion mutant and its revertant were
examined for OsMPT expression.

FIG. 3 illustrates tiller and laminar joint (i.e., joint between
leaf blade and leaf sheath) angles of non-transgenic control
line (WT; left), OsMPT::DS (middle), and revertant (Rev:
right). Tiller angles are measured from a main culm to the
outermost tiller. Laminar joint angles were measured from
stem to the lowest part of leaf blade.

FIG. 4 illustrates erect plant type of OsMPT overexpres-
sors (OX). The overexpressors produce erect type plants by
decreasing angles of tiller and laminar joint. The extent of
these angles is dependent upon the level of OsMPT mRNA.
Northern blot analysis given at the bottom part of the figure
shows the expression level of each OsMPT overexpressor
(OX) line.
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FIG. 5 illustrates BR mutants (d11-1 and d61-1) and
OsMPT overexpressor (OX). Similar erect plant types are
observed in BR mutants and OsMPT overexpressors. d11,
that is also named CYP724B1 or DWARF4L,, catalyzes the
step of conversion of (6-deoxo) 3-dehydroteasterone) to
(6-deoxo) typhasterol in the BR synthetic pathway. d61-11is a
weak allele of a rice bril orthologue, which is the BR-receptor
kinase.

FIG. 6 illustrates comparison of phenotypes of double
mutants between OsMPT and BR signal (d61-1) or synthetic
(d11-1) mutant. Mature plants were isolated from cross-
breeding between OsMPT and d61-1 or d11-1.

FIG. 7 illustrates the erect plant type lines using OsMPT.
Among OsMPT overexpressor (OX) lines, ones exhibiting
high yield potentials in the densely planted field were
selected. Dongjin rice cultivar is a Japonica rice variety and is
a parental line of the OsMPT overexpressors.

FIG. 8 illustrates OsMPT overexpressor line in a paddy
field (around 2 month after transplantation). (a) and (c) show
Dongjin rice cultivar (WT: non-transgenic control line) and
the OsMPT overexpressor line (OX19) that are cultivated
with standard transplantation distance of 30x15 cm. The ver-
tical red dashed line in (¢) indicates a boundary between the
WT and OX19. (b) and (d) show Dongjin rice cultivar (WT)
and the OsMPT overexpressor line (OX14) cultivated in high
density (15x15 cm). (a) and (b) are the photographic images
that are taken above the crops while (c¢) and (d) are the pho-
tographic images that are taken at almost the same height as
the plants.

FIG. 9 illustrates the results of evaluating the phenotype
and yield of a transgenic plant. All the data of overexpressor
lines were divided by its non-transgenic control line (WT),
and then converted to percentages that are also shown in the
Table 1. The bars above the standard line (100%) indicate
higher performance than the non-transgenic control line (i.e.,
WT). On the other hand, the bars below the standard line
showed lower performance than the non-transgenic control
line (i.e., WT).

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In order to achieve the purpose of the invention as
described above, the present invention provides OsMPT
(Oryza sativa Modifier of Plant Type) protein originating
from rice (Oryza sativa), in which the OsMPT protein has an
amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1.

The scope of the OsMPT protein of the present invention
includes a protein having an amino acid sequence represented
by SEQIDNO: 1 thatis isolated from rice (Oryza sativa), and
functional equivalents of said proteins. The term “functional
equivalents” means that, as a result of addition, substitution or
deletion of amino acid residues, it has an amino acid sequence
with at least 70%, for example, at least 80%, for another
example, at least 90%, and for still another example, at least
95% identity with the amino acid sequence that is represented
by SEQ ID NO: 1, thus indicating a protein which has sub-
stantially the same physiological activity as the protein rep-
resented by SEQ ID NO: 1.

Further, the present invention provides a gene which
encodes the OsMPT protein. The gene of the present inven-
tion includes both genomic DNA and ¢cDNA which encode
the OsMPT protein. Preferably, the gene of the present inven-
tion may include the cDNA represented by SEQ ID NO: 2 and
genomic DNA represented by SEQ ID NO: 3. Further, vari-
ants of said nucleotide sequence are also within the scope of
the present invention. Specifically, said gene may include a
nucleotide sequence with at least 70%, for example, at least
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80%, for another example at least 90%, and for still another
example, at least 95% identity with the nucleotide sequences
of SEQ ID NO: 2 or SEQ ID NO: 3. The “sequence identity
%" for a certain polynucleotide is determined by comparing
two nucleotide sequences that are optimally arranged with a
region to be compared. In this regard, a part of the polynucle-
otide sequence in a region to be compared may include an
addition or a deletion (i.e., a gap) compared to a reference
sequence (without any addition or deletion) relative to the
optimized arrangement of the two sequences.

The OsMPT gene of the invention is expressed in a pulvi-
nus-specific manner.

The present invention also provides a recombinant plant
expression vector including the OsMPT gene according to the
present invention. According to the recombinant plant expres-
sion vector of the invention, the OsMPT gene may have a
nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2.

The term “recombinant” indicates a cell which replicates a
heterogeneous nucleotide or expresses said nucleotide, a pep-
tide, a heterogeneous peptide, or a protein encoded by a
heterogeneous nucleotide. Recombinant cell can express a
gene or a gene fragment in a form of a sense or antisense, that
are not found in natural state of cell. In addition, a recombi-
nant cell can express a gene that is found in the natural state,
provided that said gene is modified and re-introduced into the
cell by an artificial means.

The term “vector” is used herein to refer DNA fragment (s)
and nucleotide molecules that are delivered to a cell. Vector
can replicate DNA and be independently reproduced in a host
cell. The terms “delivery system” and “vector” are often
interchangeably used. The term “expression vector” means a
recombinant DNA molecule including a desired coding
sequence and other appropriate nucleotide sequences that are
essential for the expression of the operably linked coding
sequence in a specific host organism. A promoter, an
enhancer, a stop signal, and a polyadenylation signal that can
be used for eukaryotic cells are well known in the field.

A preferred example of the recombinant vector is Ti-plas-
mid vector which can transfer a part of itself, i.e., so-called
T-region, to a plant cell when the vector is present in an
appropriate host such as Agrobacterium tumefaciens. Other
types of Ti-plasmid vector (see, EP 0 116 718 B1) are cur-
rently used for transferring a hybrid gene to protoplasts that
can produce a new plant by appropriately inserting a plant cell
or hybrid DNA to a plant genome. Especially preferred form
of Ti-plasmid vector is a so-called binary vector which has
been disclosed in EP 0 120 516 B1 and U.S. Pat. No. 4,940,
838. The binary vector that is preferably used for the present
invention may be pGA1611, but not limited thereto. Other
appropriate vectors that can be used for introducing the DNA
of'the present invention to a host plant can be selected from a
double-stranded plant virus (e.g., CaMV), a single-stranded
plant virus, and a viral vector which can be originated from
Gemini virus, etc., for example a non-complete plant viral
vector. Use of said vector can be especially advantageous
when a plant host cannot be appropriately transformed.

Expression vector preferably includes at least one selection
marker. Said selection marker is a nucleotide sequence hav-
ing a property which allows a selection based on a common
chemical method. Any kind of gene that can be used for the
differentiation of transformed cells from non-transformed
cells can be a selection marker. Example includes, a gene
resistant to herbicide such as glyphosate and phosphinotricin,
and a gene resistant to antibiotics such as kanamycin, G418,
bleomycin, hygromycin, and chloramphenicol, but not lim-
ited thereto.
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According to the recombinant vector of the present inven-
tion, the promoter can be CaMV 35S promoter, actin pro-
moter, ubiquitin promoter, pEMU promoter, MAS promoter,
or histone promoter, but not limited thereto. The term “pro-
moter” indicates a region of DNA located upstream of a
structure gene, and it corresponds to a DNA molecule to
which an RNA polymerase binds to initiate transcription. The
term “plant promoter” indicates the promoter that can initiate
transcription in a plant cell. The term “constitutive promoter”
indicates the promoter that is active under most environmen-
tal conditions and cell growth or differentiation state. Since
selection of a transformant can be made for various tissues at
various stages, the constitutive promoter may be preferred for
the present invention. Thus, selection property is not limited
by a constitutive promoter. More preferably, it may be a
ubiquitin promoter, but not limited thereto.

In the above-described recombinant vector of the inven-
tion, any kind of a typical terminator can be used. Example
includes, nopalin synthase (NOS), rice c.-amylase RAmy1 A
terminator, phaseoline terminator, and a terminator for
Octopine gene of Agrobacterium tumefaciens, etc., but are
not limited thereto. Regarding the necessity of terminator, it is
generally known that such region can increase a reliability
and an efficiency of transcription in plant cells. Therefore, the
use of terminator is highly preferable in view of the context of
the present invention.

The present invention also provides a plant that is trans-
formed with the plant expression recombinant vector of the
invention. Any kind of a host cell known in the pertinent art
can be used if stable and continuous cloning and expression of
the vector of the present invention can be achieved in eukary-
otic cells by using it. Examples include strains belonging to
the genus Bascillus such as E. coli IM109, E. coli BL21, E.
coli RR1, E. coli LE392, E. coli B, E. coli X 1776, E. coli
W3110, Bascillus subtilus, Bascillus thuringiensis, and the
like, Salmonella typhimurium, intestinal flora and strains
such as Serratia marcescens and various Pseudomonas Spp.
and the like. In addition, when the vector of the present
invention is transformed in an eukaryotic cell, a host cell such
as Saccharomyce cerevisiae, an insect cell, a human cell (e.g.,
CHO cell line (Chinese hamster ovary), W138, BHK, COS-
7,293, HepG2, 3T3, RIN and MDCK cell line), a plant cell
line and the like can be used. Preferably, the host cell is a plant
cell. More preferably, it is rice (Oryza saliva). Most prefer-
ably, it is Dongjin rice cultivar, but not limited thereto.

When a host cell is a prokaryotic cell, transter of the vector
of the present invention into a host cell can be carried out
according to a CaCl, method, Hanahan’s method, and an
electroporation method, etc. In addition, when a host cell is an
eukaryotic cell, the vector of the present invention can be
transferred into a host cell according to a microscopic injec-
tion method; a calcium phosphate precipitation method, an
electroporation method, a liposome-mediated transforma-
tion, a DEAE-dextran treatment method and a gene bombard-
ment method, etc.

Also provided by the present invention is a method for
modifying plant architecture by controlling cellular level of
OsMPT polypeptide.

The OsMPT polypeptide of the invention is specifically
expressed in pulvinus tissue of a plant and it is involved in
control of tiller angle or an angle between a stem and leaf
attachment. These functions of the OsMPT are first identified
by the inventors of the present invention. The OsMPT is
preferably a polypeptide including an amino acid sequence of
SEQ ID NO: 1. Meanwhile, the polypeptide may be a func-
tional equivalent of an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1.
The term “functional equivalent” as used herein has the same
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definition as described above and it means a polypeptide
which has substantially the same activity as the OsMPT. As
used herein, the term “substantially the same activity” means
the involvement in determination of plant architecture. The
functional equivalent includes an amino acid variant in which
part of the amino acid sequence represented by SEQ ID NO:
1 is substituted, deleted, or added. Amino acid substitution is
preferably a conservative substitution. Examples of the natu-
rally-occurring conservative substitution of an amino acid
include the followings: aliphatic amino acids (Gly, Ala, Pro),
hydrophobic amino acids (Ile; Leu, Val), aromatic amino
acids (Phe, Tyr, Trp), acidic amino acids (Asp, Glu), basic
amino acids (His, Lys, Arg, Gin, Asn), and sulfur-containing
amino acids (Cys, Met). Deletion of an amino acid is prefer-
ably located in a region which is not directly involved in the
activity of OsMPT of the invention.

Further, included within the scope of the functional equiva-
lents is a polypeptide derivative with partially modified
chemical structure of the polypeptide while the main skeleton
and physiological activity of the OsMPT are maintained.
Examples thereof include a fusion protein or the like which is
obtained by fusion with other protein for structural modifica-
tion including modification of stability, storing property,
volatility, solubility or the like of the polypeptide of the inven-
tion while physiological activity of the peptide is maintained.

As used herein, the term “plant architecture” means an
external structure or shape of a plant or each shape of a tissue
or an organ like a leaf, a stem, a root, and a flower, and overall
shape resulting from combination of individual shapes. For
example, it indicates a tiller angle, an angle of a laminar joint,
or an angle between a stem and leaf attachment, but not
limited thereto.

According to the present invention, growth direction of
part or whole tissue or organ of a plant vary depending on
cellular level of the polypeptide represented by SEQ ID NO:
1 or functional equivalent thereof. Thus, in the present inven-
tion, any change in plant architecture mainly indicates a
change in angles of leaves and tillers of the plant.

The cellular level indicates an amount present within a cell,
and it may be controlled by various methods that are known to
aperson skilled in the art. The cellular level may be controlled
atthe level of transcription or post-transcription, although it is
not specifically limited thereto. Control of the transcription
level may be performed by following any method for enhanc-
ing gene expression that is well known to a person skilled in
the art, i.e., a method of enhancing gene expression via pro-
duction of a recombinant expression vector including a pro-
moter linked to a gene which encodes SEQ ID NO: 1 or a
functional equivalent thereof or a method of inserting an
expression regulating sequence for enhancing gene expres-
sion near the gene which encodes SEQ ID NO: 1 or a func-
tional equivalent thereof, or any method for suppressing gene
expression, i.e., a method of suppressing the activity of a
promoter or the function of a protein by introducing a muta-
tion to a promoter or gene, a method of expressing an anti-
sense gene, or a method based on RNAi or micro RNA.

Control of post-transcription level may be performed by a
method of enhancing or suppressing protein expression that is
well known to a person skilled in the art, for example, a
method of enhancing or suppressing stability of mRNA
which is transcribed from the gene which encodes SEQ 1D
NO: 1 or a functional equivalent thereof as a template, a
method of enhancing or suppressing stability of the protein or
polypeptide, or a method of enhancing or suppressing activity
of the protein or polypeptide.

Specific examples of the method include co-suppression
which is achieved by transformation with a DNA sequence
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encoding RNA like group 1 intron type, M1RNA type, ham-
merhead type, hairpin type, or micro RNA type which reacts
with a transcribed mRNA or by transformation of DNA hav-
ing a sequence either the same or similar to a target gene
sequence.

Preferably, controlling the cellular level of the polypeptide
represented by SEQ ID NO: 1 or an equivalent thereof can be
performed by a method of increasing or decreasing expres-
sion of polynucleotide encoding the polypeptide. Preferably,
it is achieved by increasing the expression of the polynucle-
otide. As for a method for increasing or decreasing the expres-
sion, a method well known to a person skilled in the art may
be employed. For example, the expression can be increased
by producing a recombinant expression vector including a
polynucleotide encoding the polypeptide represented by SEQ
ID NO: 1 or an equivalent thereof linked to a promoter, or it
can be decreased by producing a recombinant expression
vector including an anti-sense polynucleotide against the
polynucleotide linked to a promoter. Preferably, the poly-
nucleotide may have a base sequence represented by SEQ ID
NO: 2.

Examples of the plant include, although not specifically
limited, angiosperms like rice, wheat, barley, oat, rye, lawn
grass, bamboo shoot, corn, sugar cane, millet, taro, asparagus,
onion, garlic, scallion, leek, wild rocambole, hemp, ginger,
bean, and canola. It is preferably rice, and more preferably
Dongjin rice cultivar. The plant tissue affected by a change in
OsMPT protein expression may be one determining leaf and
tiller angles.

Also provided by the present invention is a method for
producing a plant with modified architecture including a step
of transforming a plant with a polynucleotide which encodes
OsMPT or a functional equivalent thereof and a plant with
modified architecture prepared by the method. The poly-
nucleotide may preferably have a base sequence represented
by SEQ ID NO: 2. Transformation of a plant may be carried
out according to a transformation technique that is well
known to a person skilled in the art. Preferred examples of the
method that can be used include transformation using Agro-
bacterium, microprojectile bombardment, electroporation,
PEG-mediated fusion, microinjection, liposome-mediated
method, in-planta transformation, vacuum infiltration
method, floral meristem dipping method, and Agrobacteria
spraying method. More preferably, transformation using
Agrobacterium can be used. Still more preferably, transfor-
mation using “L.LBA4404°, which is an Agrobacterium cell
line, can be used, but not limited thereto.

In such case, the polynucleotide may be in a state in which
it is operably linked to a promoter so that it can be expressed
in a transformed plant, e.g., a recombinant plant expression
vector in which the polynucleotide is operably linked to a
promoter. The term “operably linked” means that one nucleic
acid fragment is bonded to other nucleic acid fragment so that
its function or expression is affected by other nucleic acid
fragment. The promoter and recombinant expression vector
are as defined above.

The transformed plant cell may be any one of liquid cul-
ture, callus, or protoplast culture, and it may be converted into
a plant tissue or organ after differentiation. Plant cell culture
includes isolating part of a plant from a mother plant and
culturing aseptically under an appropriate condition to grow
the plant, and it may be carried out by any method well known
to a person skilled in the art like liquid culture of a tissue
fragment, callus culture of a tissue fragment, and protoplast
culture. Conditions and method for culture can be adopted
from those well known to a person skill in the art. Differen-
tiation of the cultured plant cells into a plant includes induc-
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ing differentiation of callus and cultured plant cells in proto-
plast state under an appropriate condition and differentiating
them into a plant tissue or plant, and conditions and method
for differentiation can be adopted from those well known to a
person skill in the art.

Examples of the plant include, although not specifically
limited, angiosperms like rice, wheat, barley, oat, rye, lawn
grass, bamboo shoot, corn, sugar cane, millet, taro, asparagus,
onion, garlic, scallion, leek, wild rocambole, hemp, ginger,
bean, and canola. It is preferably rice, and more preferably
Dongjin rice cultivar.

Also provided by the present invention is a composition
including the OsMPT gene for modifying plant architecture,
in which the OsMPT gene specifically expressed in pulvinus
of'a plant is involved in control of a tiller angle, an angle of a
laminar joint, or an angle between a stem and leaf attachment.
According to the composition of the present invention, the
OsMPT gene preferably has a base sequence of SEQ ID NO:
2 or SEQ ID NO: 3. According to the composition of the
present invention, the OsMPT gene may include an insertion,
a substitution, or a deletion of a specific base sequence of the
OsMPT gene.

Also provided by the present invention is a method for
producing a plant with increased yield by transforming a
plant with the OsMPT gene.

As used herein, the term “yield” indicates a measurable
production amount of a plant with economic value. Typically,
it is related to a certain crop, area, and period. Each plant part
directly contributes to the yield based on number, size, an/or
weight, or actual yield is a yield per crop acre and year and it
is determined by dividing the total production amount (in-
cluding harvested and evaluated production amount) by the
cultivation acres. The “yield” of a plant may be related with a
biomass of a vegetative tissue (i.e., biomass of roots and/or
young stems), a reproductive organ, and a propagule (e.g.,
seeds) of a plant.

In case of rice, for example, increased yield is exhibited by
any one of the followings: increased number of plant per
hectare or acre; increased number of ears (fruits) per plant;
increased panicle number, increased number of grains per
panicle, increased grain weight, increased weight of thousand
grains, increased length/diameter of a fruit, and; increased
seed formation ratio (number of filled seeds/number of total
seedsx100).

As used herein, the terms “increase”, “enhance”, and
“strengthen” can be used interchangeably, and they indicates
at least 3%, for example, 4%, 5%, 6%, 7%, 8%, 9%, or 10%,
for another example, at least 15% or 20%, and for still another
example, at least 25%, 30%, 35%, or 40% increase in yield
and/or growth of a plant compared to a control group plant as
defined in the present invention.

Also provided by the invention is a plant with increased
yield that is produced by the method of the invention.

Examples of the plant include, although not specifically
limited, angiosperms like rice, wheat, barley, oat, rye, lawn
grass, bamboo shoot, corn, sugar cane, millet, taro, asparagus,
onion, garlic, scallion, leek, wild rocambole, hemp, ginger,
bean, and canola. It is preferably rice, and more preferably
Dongjin rice cultivar.

Also provided by the invention is a composition including
the OsMPT gene for increasing yield of a plant. According to
the composition of the present invention, the OsMPT gene
preferably has a base sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2 or SEQ ID
NO: 3. According to the composition of the present invention,
the OsMPT gene may include an insertion, a substitution, or
a deletion of a specific base sequence of the OsMPT gene.
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The present invention will now be described in greater
detail with reference to the following examples. However, it is
only to specifically exemplify the present invention and in no
case the scope of the present invention is limited by these
examples.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

1. Plant Material and Growth Condition

The ‘Dongjin’ japonica cultivar (i.e., Dongjin rice) were
used as the wild type control. Ds transposon mutant pool was
used to isolate OsMPT mutants. Among the BR variants used
in the invention, d61-1 mutant has been kindly provided by
Professor Matsuoka at Nagoya University in Japan while
d11-1 and d2-2 mutants have been kindly provided by Pro-
fessor Hee-Jong Go at Seoul National University in South
Korea. Plants were grown in the paddy field from June to
October in South Korea. Plants were also grown in a growth
chamber. The conditions include 26° C. and 16 hours light/8
hours dark.

2. Isolation of Mutant and Revertant

OsMPT was identified via sequencing insertions of Ds
transposant populations. Sequencing of the flanking regions
of the Ds insertion site indicated that the transposon was
inserted into the third C,H, zinc finger motif in the second
exon of OsMPT (FIG. 2). RT-PCR using gene-specific prim-
ers showed that transcripts are not expressed in the mutant
line (FIG. 2). To obtain other mutant alleles and revertant
alleles, OsMPT (OsMPT:Ds) generations containing Ac were
used for regeneration process via tissue culture. Eleven new
transposed Ds insertion mutants in the OsMPT gene locus
and revertants were isolated from regenerated plants (FIG. 2).

3. Cloning of OsMPT cDNA

Fulllength OsMPT cDNA was isolated by RACE-PCR and
RT-PCR. 5' and 3' ends including UTR (non-translated
region) were cloned by RACE-PCR and the other was ampli-
fied by RT-PCR. Primer pairs used were: 5'-acctgtccgactccag-
cagegtecteg-3' (SEQ ID NO: 4) for 5' RACE-PCR; 5'-gta-
caacttgtacgttc-acgtgtgta-3' (SEQ ID NO: 5) for 3' RACE-
PCR; S5'-cggcatcaagaageacttc-3' (SEQ ID NO: 6) and
S'-ggatgatggtgatgatgccgea-3' (SEQ ID NO: 7) for RT-PCR.
c¢DNA was synthesized using BD SMART™ RACE cDNA
Amplification Kit (Clontech, USA) by RACE-PCR. cDNA
was prepared from RNA of a tissue around SAM by RT-PCR
using Superscript 11 reverse transcriptase (Invitrogen, USA).

4. Production of Overexpressing Transgenic Plants

For generating OsMPT overexpressing transgenic plants,
constitutive Ubiquilin promoter was fused with OsMPT full
length cDNA by cloning into a binary vector pGA1611. The
construct was transformed into Agrobacterium strain
‘LBA4404’ and then introduced into callus of Dongjin rice
cultivar, and as a result, transgenic plants were produced.

5. RNA Quantification

Total cellular RNA was isolated by using the TRIZOL
reagent (Molecular Research Center, Inc.) or RNeasy Plant
Mini Kits (Qiagen). For quantitative RT-PCR, first-strand
cDNA was synthesized using the Moloney murine leukemia
virus (MMLV) reverse transcriptase RNaseH (Toyobo) in a
25 ul reaction mixture containing DNase-treated RNA and an
oligo dT 12-18 primer (Invitrogen), according to the manu-
facturer’s instructions. The reaction mixture (1 pl aliquot)
was then used for PCR amplification. ACT1 mRNA (actinl)
was used for normalization in quantifying cDNA. Primer
pairs used were: 5'-CGAGGCGCAGTCCAAGAG-3' (SEQ
ID NO: 8) and 5-CCCAGTTGCTGACGATACCA-3' (SEQ
ID NO: 9) for ACT1 [McElroy et. al., 1990, Plant Mol. Biol.
14:163-171]; 5'-CGGCATCAAGAAGCACTTC-3' (SEQID
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NO: 10) and 5'-ggatgatggtgatgatgcegea-3' (SEQ ID NO: 11)
for OsMPT. The reactions consisted of an initial denaturation
for 5 min at 95° C., followed by 94° C. for 15 sec, 60° C. for
30 sec, and 72° C. for 40 sec. The number of cycles used for
each amplification were: ACT1, 25 cycles; OsMPT, 32 or 35
cycles. Amplified PCR products were separated on a 1.5%
agarose gel.

6. Evaluation of Phenotype and Yield

6-1. Evaluation Setup

Field performance of the OsMPT overexpressors were
examined. Specifically, two transgenic lines (i.e., OX14 and
0X19) were selected and propagated. For the field test, two
lines of each of the two independent transgenic plant (OX14
and OX19) were planted along with their non-transgenic wild
type siblings (i.e., WT(0OX14) and WT(0X19)). Plants either
with or without T-DNA were separately bred in the first
segregating generation after the transformation. The lines
with T-DNA were designated as OX14 and OX19, respec-
tively, and the lines without T-DNA were designated as
WT(0X14)and WT(0X19), respectively. Total six lines were
tested in two different planting densities (30x15 cm (23.3
plants/m?) and 15x15 cm (46.7 plants/m?). Those lines were
0X14-1, OX14-2, WT(OX14), 0X19-1, OX19-2, and
WT(0X19). Plants were grown in the GMO field of the
experiment station of Rural Development Administration
(RDA) at Milyang, South Korea. Cultivation and manage-
ment practices were performed using standard rice cultivation
methods recommended by RDA of South Korea. Each test
plot was of a size of 2x1.5 m and was replicated twice in
randomized blocks. In each test plot, total 70 and 140 plants
were transplanted for standard density and high density,
respectively. Three neighboring individual plants were har-
vested from each plot, excluding marginal plants. Non-trans-
genic control line of OX19 (WT (0X19)), which has been
cultivated at standard planting distance, was lost due to lodg-
ing, and therefore excluded.

6-2. Observation of Growth and Phenotype of OsMPT
Overexpressor Line in Paddy Field

In order to determine the growth and phenotype of OsMPT
overexpressor line in a colony of outdoor paddy field, the
plants were cultivated at two planting densities, i.e., standard
transplantation distance of 30x15 cm and the dense planting
distance of 15x15 cm in a GMO field, and the observation was
made thereafter.

6-3. Parameter Measurement

Around 30 plants and 60 plants in neighboring rows were
harvested from the standard density field and high density
field, respectively. However, the non-transgenic control line
of OX19 (WT (0X19)), which has been cultivated at standard
planting distance, was lost in both fields due to lodging. The
following harvest indices were measured; culm length,
panicle length, number of panicles per plant, total number of
spikelets, total number of filled seeds, and total grain weight.

Example 1

OsMPT Encodes a Protein Containing Zinc Finger
Motif

OsMPT encodes a nuclear protein with four zinc finger
motifs (C,H,C,H,C,HC C,HC). These motifs are similar to
the zinc finger motif found in the corn flowering gene “Id1
(Indeterminate 1)”, which has been published before (Cola-
santi, et. al., 2006, BMC Genomics 7, 158).
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Example 2

OsMPT is a Functional Orthologue to Gravity
Response-Related SCRS of Arabidopsis

SGRS5 (Shoot Gravity Response 5) of Arabidopsis has been
reported to be involved in gravity response (Morita et al.,
2006, Plant J. 47, 619-628). OsMPT shares 42% identity and
54% similarity with SGRS at the amino acid level (FIG. 1).
Currently, a manuscript on the gravity response of OsMPT is
being prepared to report the following data; OsMPT is spe-
cifically expressed in metaxylem, pulvinal tissues (i.e., grav-
ity sensing organ found in Gramineae), and laminar joints
(i.e., joints between leaf blade and leaf sheath). Mutants
showed severe reduction in gravitropism. Overexpressors of
OsMPT showed an enhanced gravitropic response.

Example 3

OsMPT Mutants and Overexpressors Exert Opposite
Effects on Tiller and Laminar Joint Angles

OsMPT controls the angles of tillers and laminar joints
(joints of blade and sheath). The mutants exhibit wider angles
of tillers and laminar joints (FIG. 3). Whereas the OsMPT
overexpressor develops narrow tiller angles and erect leaves
(FIG. 4). Phenotypic expression of OsMPT overexpressors
shows resemblance to those of BR (brassinosteroid) mutants
(FIG. 5). Genetic analysis shows that OsMPT mutants are
epistatic to BR signal mutant d61-1 and BR deficient mutant
d11-1 in determining tiller angles (FIG. 6). OsMPT appears
to work at the downstream of BR action.

Example 4

Agricultural Utility of OsMPT

Rice yield is greatly influenced by plant architectures that
are defined by tiller number, tiller angle, internode elonga-
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tion, panicle morphology, and leaf angle. Among them, tiller
and leaf angles are the important factors since they can deter-
mine the efficiency of incident solar radiation on leaf sur-
faces. Until now, it is known that BR deficiency is an only
known factor leading to erect plant type in rice. In this con-
nection, by utilizing BR-deficient mutants, it has been dem-
onstrated that erect type rice plants produce higher yield
when they are densely planted (Sakamoto et al., 2006, Nat.
Biotechnol. 24, 105-109). Since OsMPT takes action at the
downstream of BR actions, a change in BR homeostasis is not
expected in OsMPT transgenic plants. Also, OsMPT-overex-
pression strategy may be an easier approach than suppressing
BR synthesis or signal genes.

Example 5

Analysis of Phenotype and Yield of OsMPT
Overexpressor Lines in Paddy Field

In order to determine phenotype and yield of OsMPT over-
expressor lines in a colony, the plants were cultivated in a
GMO field at two different planting densities. As shown in
FIG. 8, the OsMPT overexpressor lines showed strong erect
growth both at standard cultivation distance (30x15 cm) and
dense planting distance (15x15 cm). In particular, the OsMPT
overexpressor lines showed a clean interval between rows as
they had a well-defined space between the plants cultivated
even at dense planting distance. In case of the dense planting,
rice of a common type (i.e., Dongjin cultivar) showed lodging
after rainy season. However, the OsMPT plant exhibited
resistance to lodging so that it is found to have excellent
adaptation for dense planting.

Results obtained from evaluating yield components of
transgenic plants were expressed as average mean values
(‘AVE’) and standard deviations (‘S.D.”), as indicated in the
Table 1. The mean values were the average of the number of
plants shown in the fourth row of the Table 1.

TABLE 1

Harvest Index (Year 2010)

Line
0X14 0X19
Density
Standard Density High Density Standard Density High Density
Lines
WT #1 #2 WT #1 #2 WT #1 #2 WT #1 #2
Total plants
29 28 27 60 60 60 23 27 60 51 60

PH AVE 113.9 96.18 97.72 114.9 101.7 97.5 120.4 120.2 1153 1271 115.4
(cm) % 100%* 84.4% 85.8%  100% 88.5%  84.9% 100% 110.2%  100%

S.D. 7.04 1.98 1.39 4.21 431 2.89 3.81 4.79 2.86 3.00 2.83
PN  AVE 11.83 12.77 11.13 6.92 7.04 6.88 8.43 9.63 7.22 6.67 6.90

% 100% 108.0% 94.0%  100% 101.7%  97.5% 100% 924%  95.6%

S.D. 2.054 2.43 2.61 1.52 1.31 1.34 147 1.80 1.29 1.59 1.68
PL  AVE 22.1 225 233 21.2 225 224 283 26.9 21.6 26.3 26.1
(cm) % 100% 101.8% 105.4%  100% 106.1% 105.6% 100% 121.8% 120.8%

S.D. 1.37 1.17 1.10 1.096 1.09 1.15 1.29 1.2 1.56 1.6 1.5
TNS AVE 1278.66 1328.57 1227.78 632.77 675.18  673.20 1103.78 1203.89 660.05 82271 854.28

% 100% 103.9% 96.0%  100% 106.7% 106.4% 100% 124.6% 129.4%

S.D. 235.99 251.21 272.04 155.99 162.08 122.01 21448 218.10 140.60 207.24 21218
NFG AVE 105824 1084.93 955.19 507.38 547.68 526.64 912.13  973.81 58543 671.27  692.12

% 100% 102.5% 90.3%  100% 107.9% 106.4% 100% 114.7% 118.2%

S.D. 196.50 247.52 181.58 130.88 143.28  99.12 189.28  172.32 131.12 18826 177.56
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TABLE 1-continued
Harvest Index (Year 2010)
Line
OX14 OX19
Density
Standard Density High Density Standard Density High Density
Lines
WT #1 #2 WT #1 #2 WT #1 #2 WT #1 #2
Total plants
29 28 27 60 60 60 23 27 60 51 60
TGW AVE 25.51 24.04 20.78 11.97 12.63 12.42 17.70 17.94 1379  13.33 13.91
(gm) % 100% 94.0% 81.5% 100% 105.5% 103.8% 100% 96.7% 100.8%
S.D. 5.45 6.34 4.46 3.67 3.58 251 4.40 3.00 3.56 3.93 4.30

PH, plant height;

PN, panicle number;

PL, panicle length;

TNS; total number of seeds;

NEG, total number of fertile grain;

TGW, total grain weight

AVE, average;

S.D., standard deviation;

%, ratios of MPT1 to its wild type sibling

Among the OsMPT lines, the panicle length was about 5 to
20% higher in OX19 lines compared to WT (non-transgenic
line). Compared to the non-transgenic control line, the
OsMPT lines had increased total number of seeds in high
density field than in standard density field. Total seed number
was higher in OsMPT OX lines than the non-transgenic con-
trol line, i.e., about 6 to 30% higher than the control. OsMPT
plants in high density field showed higher filled seed ratio
compared to ones in the standard density field. OsMPT pro-

30

duced much higher number of filled seeds than the to non-
transgenic control line, i.e., 6 to 20% higher than the control.
Total grain weight per plant was also increased up to 5% in the
OsMPT line.

OsMPT OX lines showed better performance in the high
density planting. Further, OsMPT OX exhibited increased
panicle length, total grain number, filled seeds, and total grain
weight per plant.

SEQUENCE LISTING

<160> NUMBER OF SEQ ID NOS: 12
<210> SEQ ID NO 1

<211> LENGTH: 438

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Oryza sativa

<400> SEQUENCE: 1

Gln Met

10

Met Ala Leu Val Lys His His Leu Ala

1 5

Ser

Gln Gln

25

Ser Pro Ser Ser Gln Gln Pro

20

Ser Ser Ser

Ala Ala

40

Ser Ser Ser Leu Ala Ala Ala

35

Ser Asn Asp

45

Ala Pro Pro Thr Pro

55

Lys
50

Arg Lys Arg Arg Gly Asp

Val
65

Val Ala Thr Glu

75

Pro Leu Leu Ser

70

Leu Ser Arg

Cys Glu Ile Cys Gly Gln Phe Gln Glu Gln

85

Gly Arg

90

Arg Arg Arg His Val Pro Leu Val

100

Lys Trp

105

Arg

Ala Ala Thr

115

Ala Ala Glu Asp Gly Ala Ala

120

Gly Gly

Ala Gly Gly Gly Ala Gly Gly Gly Gly Ala Arg Lys

Ser

Pro

Gln

Pro

Asp

Asn

Lys

Gly

125

Arg

Ser

Pro

Ser Thr

15

Pro Ala

30

Pro

Asp

Arg

Leu

Arg

Ser Pro

Ala Glu

Val
80

Tyr

Gln
95

Met

Pro Ala

110

Gly

Val

Gly Gly

Phe Val
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130

Cys Pro Glu
145

Asp Leu Val

Arg Gln Trp

Asp Tyr Lys

195

Asp Cys Gly
210

Asp Ala Cys
225

Thr Thr Leu

His Pro Pro

Thr Ala Pro

275

Ser Ser Ser
290

Gln Leu Ser
305

Gly Gly Ala

Glu Glu Val

Arg Glu Arg

355

Asp Ala Arg
370

Leu Ala Leu
385

Asp Gly His

Gly Val Gly
435

<210> SEQ I
<211> LENGT.
<212> TYPE:
<213> ORGAN

135

Pro Ser Cys Leu His
150

Gly Ile Lys Lys His

165

Val Cys Ala Arg Cys

180

Ala His Leu Lys Thr

200

Arg Val Phe Ser Arg

215

Asn Ser Gly Arg Val
230

Pro Val Ile Arg Pro

245

Pro Pro Pro Pro Glu

260

Leu Ala Ala Ala Phe

280

His Glu Gln His Ala

295

Ile Gly Pro Ala Ala
310

Cys Ala Ala Ala Ala

325

Arg Arg Ala Leu Glu

340

Ala Arg Glu Glu Ala

360

Arg Ala Arg His Arg

375

Arg Asp His Ala Ala
390

Arg Gln Arg Ser Leu

405

Gly Ala Ser Ala Val

420

Ala Gly Ile

D NO 2

H: 1317
DNA

ISM: Oryza

<400> SEQUENCE: 2

atggcactgg

ccctectece

gecgeegecy

ccagatgegyg

tgcgagatct

cacaaggtge

tcaagagcca

agcagcagca

accagcecte

aggtggtgge

dcgggceagygy

cgtggcggct

sativa

ccaccaaatg

gectecaccey

ccecegecaag

getgtegecy

gttecagegyg

ggtcaagcge

His

Phe

Ala

185

Cys

Val

Arg

Ala

Leu

265

Ser

Thr

Val

Gly

Glu

345

Ala

Ala

Arg

Ala

Ala
425

Asp

Arg

170

Lys

Gly

Glu

Gly

Ala

250

Gln

Ser

Thr

Val

Gly

330

Lys

Ala

Arg

Leu

Val

410

Arg

Pro

155

Arg

Gly

Thr

Ser

Glu

235

Leu

Leu

Asn

Met

Ala

315

Glu

Thr

Ala

Gly

Ile

395

Met

Glu

ttggectett

ceggegtega

cgcaagaggc

aggacgctge

gagcagaacc

ccecgeggcegyg

140

Ala His Ala

Lys His Gly

Tyr Ala Val

190

Arg Gly His
205

Phe Ile Glu
220

Val Val Pro

Arg His His

Leu Pro Ala

270

Ser Thr Thr
285

Thr Thr Thr
300

Ala Ala Ser

Glu Glu Gln

Ala Ala Asp
350

Glu Arg Ala
365

Glu Leu Glu
380

Ala Gln Val

Ser Met Ala

His Leu Arg
430

cttecaccte
actcctecag
gecctecegg
tggagtcgga
tgcagatgca

cgacggcggc

Leu Gly
160

Gly Arg
175

Gln Ser

Ser Cys

His Gln

Val Ala
240

His His
255

Ser Thr

Thr Gly

Lys Leu

Gly Gly
320

Gln Arg
335

Ala Ala

Leu Glu

Lys Ala

Thr Cys
400

Ala Ile
415

Gly Gly

gtcetectca
cctegecgee
cacgccagac
caggtacgtyg
cecggegecgg

dgaggacggce

60

120

180

240

300

360
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ggegecgegg gtggcggegy
cgegtgtteg tgtgeccgga
gacctegteg gcatcaagaa
tgtgcceget gegccaaggyg
tgcggcacce geggecacte
atagagcacc aggatgegtg
acgacgctge cggtcatceg
cegecgecty agcetgeaget
tcgtccaact ccacgaccac
acgacgaagce tgcagetcte
ggeggegect gcegecgegge
cgegegetgy aggagaagac
geggeggegg agegegeget
ctcgagaagyg cgctegeget
cacgegtgee ggcagegete
gegteggegg tggegegega
<210> SEQ ID NO 3
<211> LENGTH: 4284
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Oryza
<400> SEQUENCE: 3
acacaaacac atacacacac
caccectate ccactaagga
gtagtagtag tagtagaagt
ctagaagtgyg tattgtggtg
aaaagaagaa aagctccttg
ctecttettee acctegtect
gtcgaactce tccagecteg
gaggcgcect cceggcacge
tcatgcatge atggtgtteg
ggtggegetyg tegecgagga
gcaggggttc cagcgggage
geggetggte aagegecccyg
cggeggegge gecggeggeyg
cceggagecyg agctgectec
caagaagcac ttcecggegea
caagggctac gccgtecagt
ccactectge gactgeggec
ctcaaaccta cgtagegtte

aacgctaacc atccatgatt

catgattatyg tgcatacgta

cggcgccgge

gecgagetge

gecacttcegyg

ctacgeegte

ctgcgactge

taactctgga

tcecegeggeyg

ccteceggeyg

cggetectee

aatcggecce

dgcaggaggy

¢geggeggac

ggaggacgcc

gegggaccac

getegeegty

gcacctgagg

sativa

aatgcacctt

gcaaaaagag

agctgetgtyg

ataagcttaa

cagttatgge

cctcaccecte

cegecgeage

caggtacgta

atcatggagc

cgectgetgga

agaacctgca

cggcggcgac

gcgegggegy

accacgaccc

agcacggcgg

ccgactacaa

gegtettete

atggcggccg

agcgattgat

attagatctt

ggeggegegy
ctccaccacy
cgcaagcacyg
cagtccgact
ggcegegtet
cgtgtgegeyg
ctgeggeate
tccaccacgyg
tcccacgage
geegeegteg
gaggaggagce
geggegeggy
cgecegegege
geggegegece
atgtccatgg

dgcggegygcy

cacctttcecca

aaccaaacca

atctagecte

gcttaagett

actggtcaag

ctceccageag

cgcecgaccag

tatacgtatg

cegtgtgtac

gtcggacagg

gatgcaccgg

dgcggeggayg

¢ggaggggcey

ggcacacgcyg

ccggceggcag

ggcccaccte

ccggtacgta

gegacgcatyg

acgatgacgt

ggagtattta

geggeggagyg ggcegceggaag
accecggcaca cgcegcetggge
geggecggeg gcagtgggtyg
acaaggccca cctcaagace
tcteccgagt ggagagette
gtgaggtegt geccegtggece
atcaccatca tcegecgecg
cgcegttgge cgecgegtte
aacacgcgac gacgatgaca
tcgecgegge gtceeggegge
agcagcggga agaggtgagg
agcegggegeg cgaggaggec
gecaceggge gegeggggag
tgatcgcgca ggtgacctge
ccgecatega cggecacgge

tcggegeegyg catctag

ccccataaag ccteecttygyg

aggcagctge tgcagaggca

ttgtggtggt agctctaget

attagtgatc ctctcectta

agccaccace aaatgttgge

cagcagccte caccgecegge

cecctecceeyg ccaagegcaa

tgttggagac attgatacca

gtagacccag atgcggaggt

tacgtgtgcyg agatctgegyg

cgceggcaca aggtgecgtyg

gacggeggeg ccgegggtgg

cggaagcgeg tgttegtgtyg

ctgggegace tecgteggeat

tgggtgtgtyg cccgetgege

aagacctgeg gcacccgegyg

caccacccecee tetectecte

cactactact actacgtacg

ttgggtggtt ggatatatat

gatttaaaga gatgaatttc

420

480

540

600

660

720

780

840

900

960

1020

1080

1140

1200

1260

1317

60

120

180

240

300

360

420

480

540

600

660

720

780

840

900

960

1020

1080

1140

1200
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-continued
gaattgtttt tggtgggaga cagggttgca tggagataag acaaaagcta tggtacgttt 1260
cagggtttaa aacctgccac tgggctgtag atatgatatc gccactcgga gagagaaaaa 1320
agaaaaaaag aaaattaaaa ggatgtgtgt ttttgtagcc gacaccaatt gactagctat 1380
agtttgatct gatcgatccg ttgtttaact ggctagctag ctgaccaaag aaagagcata 1440
tttatgtacg gactaattgg atcgggacta ttactactac ttcaggttct tgctgttgat 1500
gcatgctgat cacttacata catacatcct gctaggtage tagggtccag tagtacgcat 1560
atatccatcg agattaatcg aaaactattt tctagctaga ctgaaaaagg gagagaaaaa 1620
attaaatcag aggagatcga tgagatcatg gaagagatga aaaagcaggyg cagacgcctg 1680
gcatatgatc gtttcecggtgg cgggttgcgg taggaccgaa aattcctaca ggaaagcgac 1740
cgcatatcga ccaaaaactg tcectctgcgca tttcacccaa cagctaagct aagtgtagta 1800
gtagcagcga tagctccage ttececggecag ttacgctgat aagatggetg gttgttgtag 1860
tcctaactca aagtaagtaa aacatgagcg ccactgtttg ttcatgtgca aacataatgce 1920
ctgccagagce taatcagcca ttaatagctt gtaggagtag cattttagca tgcgagttac 1980
tagcagctat ttatggatct taattctgtg aaaacttatc aggtggctgt agtaactgcet 2040
atcgtcacgt aactttaacc acaaattact tttaaataat tacttcctcce aatccatatt 2100
atcagttgtt ttgtcaaagt caaacttctt caaatctaac caagtttata ggaaaaagta 2160
gtaacatttt caacccaaaa caaatttgtt acgaaaatat attcaattat tgatttgatg 2220
aaactaattt ggtgttgtaa atattactat atttatctat aaacttagtc aaatttaaag 2280
cagtttgatt ttgatcaaag tcaaaacgat ttataacctg aaacggaggg agaacattat 2340
aattaagaaa acttgtgtgg ttatattaat gatgatgtac acttcggtaa tataacatat 2400
ttttaagtag tatttatttt tttccagaaa aattaccaga agtttaaacc tgtatagtga 2460
catagccaat tatttaagaa tgaagtatat aatatctcta tcaaatatag caatcaagta 2520
cgtgatagga taatcctgac ctgcctagat ttacagtaat agaattagaa tgtgtgtttg 2580
atcccgtaat agaacggaca ctagtactac atgtagatgt cctagggagt gagatgatgt 2640
ggacgaggca aggtgcaagg tgacgaagca gaggtcgcta ggtaggtaaa gacaagctgce 2700
tccattecte ggaccectgg atccaccacce aaagtacaac cacgcgcgga cggggcacat 2760
caccagatcg cccggagcta agctatacac aggccaccat gtgcacccat ccatcatcca 2820
tgcacacaca acagcatcat ctcctectcet gtttttttet ctccaggaca agagcttcece 2880
actaggcgat cgctttaata attggcagta gctaagccac actctcttgt cactgaccag 2940
cccataaata taccggacga gcagcagcat cagcagcata tgcagcatgt tttecccctgce 3000
agataccgat atgatcgttg cttctteccat atgtegtegt cgtcecgtcgac gactggtttt 3060
ctagctcgat caataatggc gtaagtgcag gcgccatcac tagctagctg tgtgtgtagt 3120
atatgtgtac agtgctgctg ttggttggtce ccttggacgg actggtcgeg cgtggccatt 3180
tagtcagcaa tggaacgtag ctagcttcct tgatgggttt aacgatggca tatggtggtce 3240
catcccatgg gtttcatctg gttgtctcat gctectcateg atctgtcagt gtgtgtettg 3300
ttcgagatcg atgcgttget ttcgatcgat ctacatgtac agatgatcaa tcagtcgatce 3360
agatcgatcg ccgtgttttt gttgtgtttg gtgataagat ggtggttaag tggtatgatt 3420
agtgtgtgct aatggcggtg gttgtgtgtg ttggttgcag agtggagagce ttcatagagc 3480
accaggatgc gtgtaactct ggacgtgtgce gcggtgaggt cgtgcccgtg gecacgacgce 3540
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22

-continued
tgccggteat ccgteccgeg gegetgegge atcatcacca tcatccgecyg ccegecgecge 3600
ctgagctgca gctcecteeceg gegtcecacca cggegcegtt ggccgecgeg ttectegteca 3660
actccacgac caccggcetce tectcccacg agcaacacge gacgacgatyg acaacgacga 3720
agctgcagcet ctcaatcgge cccgecgeceg tegtegecege ggegtecegge ggcggeggceyg 3780
cectgegecge ggcggcagga ggggaggagg agcagcageg ggaagaggtg aggcgegege 3840
tggaggagaa gaccgcggeg gacgcggcege gggagceggge gcgcgaggag gecgcggcgg 3900
cggagegege gctggaggac geccgecgeg cgegecaceyg ggegegeggyg gagctcgaga 3960
aggcgetege getgegggac cacgceggege gectgatege gcaggtgace tgccacgegt 4020
geeggecageyg ctegetegee gtgatgtcca tggecgecat cgacggecac ggegegtegyg 4080
cggtggegeg cgagcacctyg aggggceggeg gegteggege cggcatctag ctgatatgta 4140
catgcatgca catgtacaac ttgtacgttc acgtgtgtac gtgcacgcgt atgtatgtaa 4200
agcaaggggg gttgggtgac gacggtgtaa ttcatctttt tttttagccg caaattgatg 4260
aagtgtacgt agtttcgtag gtcg 4284
<210> SEQ ID NO 4
<211> LENGTH: 27
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence
<220> FEATURE:
<223> OTHER INFORMATION: OsMPT 5 Race-PCR primer
<400> SEQUENCE: 4
acctgtecga ctccagcage gtecteg 27
<210> SEQ ID NO 5
<211> LENGTH: 26
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence
<220> FEATURE:
<223> OTHER INFORMATION: OsMPT 3 Race-PCR primer
<400> SEQUENCE: 5
gtacaacttg tacgttcacg tgtgta 26
<210> SEQ ID NO 6
<211> LENGTH: 19
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence
<220> FEATURE:
<223> OTHER INFORMATION: OsMPT RT-PCR primer-a
<400> SEQUENCE: 6
cggcatcaag aagcacttce 19
<210> SEQ ID NO 7
<211> LENGTH: 22
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence
<220> FEATURE:
<223> OTHER INFORMATION: OsMPT RT-PCR primer-b
<400> SEQUENCE: 7
ggatgatggt gatgatgccg ca 22

<210> SEQ ID NO 8
<211> LENGTH: 18

<212> TYPE

: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence
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-continued

24

<220> FEATURE:
<223> OTHER INFORMATION: ACT1 primer-a

<400> SEQUENCE: 8

cgaggcgcayg tccaagag

<210> SEQ ID NO 9

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence
<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: ACT1 primer-b

<400> SEQUENCE: 9

cccagttget gacgatacca

<210> SEQ ID NO 10

<211> LENGTH: 19

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence
<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: OsMPT primer-a

<400> SEQUENCE: 10

cggcatcaag aagcacttce

<210> SEQ ID NO 11

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Artificial Sequence
<220> FEATURE:

<223> OTHER INFORMATION: OsMPT primer-b
<400> SEQUENCE: 11

ggatgatggt gatgatgcceg ca

<210> SEQ ID NO 12

<211> LENGTH: 439

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Arabidopsis thaliana

<400> SEQUENCE: 12

Met Leu Ser Asn Lys Asn Thr Asn Thr Cys Cys Val Val Ser Ser Ser
1 5 10 15

Ser Ser Asp Pro Phe Leu Ser Ser Ser Glu Asn Gly Val Thr Thr Thr
20 25 30

Asn Thr Ser Thr Gln Lys Arg Lys Arg Arg Pro Ala Gly Thr Pro Asp
35 40 45

Pro Asp Ala Glu Val Val Ser Leu Ser Pro Arg Thr Leu Leu Glu Ser
50 55 60

Asp Arg Tyr Ile Cys Glu Ile Cys Asn Gln Gly Phe Gln Arg Asp Gln
65 70 75 80

Asn Leu Gln Met His Arg Arg Arg His Lys Val Pro Trp Lys Leu Leu
85 90 95

Lys Arg Asp Asn Asn Ile Glu Val Lys Lys Arg Val Tyr Val Cys Pro
100 105 110

Glu Pro Thr Cys Leu His His Asn Pro Cys His Ala Leu Gly Asp Leu
115 120 125

Val Gly Ile Lys Lys His Phe Arg Arg Lys His Ser Asn His Lys Gln
130 135 140

Trp Val Cys Glu Arg Cys Ser Lys Gly Tyr Ala Val Gln Ser Asp Tyr

18

20

19

22
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25

26

-continued

145 150 155

Lys Ala His Leu Lys Thr Thr His Ser

165

Cys Gly Arg

170

Gly

Val Phe

180

Gly Val Glu Ser Phe Ile Glu His

185

Arg Ser Arg

Ala
195

Val Glu Pro

205

Cys Ser Arg Arg His Arg Pro Pro

200

Arg

Ala Val

210

Thr Val Ala Thr Ala

220

Pro Cys Ser Ser Ser

215

Arg

Thr
225

Glu Thr

230

Thr
235

Pro Ser Ser Asn Tyr Gly Gly Val Ala

Gln Glu

245

Ile His Gln Ile

250

Pro Pro Leu Gly Arg Pro Arg

Ile Thr Leu Asn Leu Glu Leu

265

Asn Ser Ser Asn Asn

260

Leu

Gln Gln Glu Gln

285

Pro Asn Asn

280

Ser Ser Asn Asn

275

Pro Leu

Glu His

300

His His Asn His Asn

295

Lys Pro Ser His

290

Asp

Ile Ala

310

Leu Asn Leu Ser Pro Ser Ser Ser Gln His

305

Tyr
315

Phe Ile Glu Ile Met Ala Ser Glu Gln Ile

330

Asp Arg Lys

325
Ala

Met Glu

340

Ala Ala Glu

345

Lys Lys Tyr Glu Ala Lys Arg

Gln Glu Ile Ala Glu Glu Phe Ala Ala

365

Asn Asn

360

Arg Arg

355

Gln
370

Ala Gln Ala Glu

375

Arg Lys Leu Glu Arg Ala Lys Phe

380

Gln
385

Met Ile

390

Thr Ile Met

395

Ser Lys Lys Ser Ser Gln Val

Thr Gln

405

Phe Gln Ala Val Ala

410

Cys Lys Gly Val Pro Ala

Glu Thr Ser Leu Val Val Ser Met Ser Ser Ala

420

Asp Tyr

425

Gly Glu Leu Glu Asn Phe

435

Gly

Cys

Gln

190

Pro

Thr

Val

Ser

Gln

270

Gln

Thr

Tyr

Met

Glu

350

Lys

Leu

Thr

Ala

Asn
430

160

Asp
175

Cys

Asp Asn

Gln Thr

Val Ser

Thr Thr

240
Ser Ser
255

Leu Leu

Gln Lys
Thr

Asn

Asn
320

Asn

Lys Ile

335

Ala Lys

Lys Ile
Lys Glu

Gln
400

Cys

Thr
415

Ala

Thr Asp

What is claimed is:

1. A method for modifying a tiller angle or a laminar joint
angle, the method comprising:

transforming a plant with a gene encoding a polypeptide

having the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1 to
increase or decrease expression of the polynucleotide
within a cell, as compared to wild type expression.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the poly-
nucleotide has the base sequence represented by SEQ ID NO:
2.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the plant is
selected from angiosperms including rice, wheat, barley, oat,
rye, lawn grass, bamboo shoot, corn, sugar cane, millet, taro,
asparagus, onion, garlic, scallion, leek, wild rocambole,
hemp, ginger, bean, and canola.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the cell is a
cell of plant pulvinus tissue.

50

55

60

5. A method for producing a plant, the method comprising
transforming a plant with a gene encoding a polypeptide
having the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:1 to modify a
tiller angle or a laminar joint angle.

6. The plant produced by the method of claim 5.

7. The method according to claim 5, wherein the plant is
selected from angiosperms including rice, wheat, barley, oat,
rye, lawn grass, bamboo shoot, corn, sugar cane, millet, taro,
asparagus, onion, garlic, scallion, leek, wild rocambole,
hemp, ginger, bean, and canola.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the plant is
rice.

9. The method according to claim 5, wherein the plant is
rice.



